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Disclaimer. All reasonable care has been taken in preparing this information. However, the owners 
of the land at Arbor (the vendors) and Southern Sustainable Developments (Officer) Pty Ltd (the 
developer) disclaim all liability should any information or matter in this document differ from 
any contract for sale of the land or the actual development. Interested parties should obtain 
professional advice.
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WELCOME TO ARBOR

Created by a multi-award-winning team 
of designers, Arbor provides a sense 
of connection to its environment and 
community. Generously proportioned home 
sites, gently undulating streetscapes and 
extensively landscaped parklands offer 
residents of Arbor an exceptional quality of 
life.

Setting a new benchmark for sustainability, 
Arbor has been awarded a six-leaf 
EnviroDevelopment certification, an 
achievement that is unrivalled in the region. 

WHY HAVE GUIDELINES FOR 
HOMEOWNERS?

Arbor’s user-friendly Architectural Review 
Panel process encourages diversity in 
contemporary design. With an emphasis on 
simplicity and distinction, it inspires beautiful 
streetscapes and adds value to homes.

Innovative design guidelines ensure homes 
at Arbor are healthier, more sustainable and 
more comfortable, while also saving money 
through reduced energy costs.

HOW DO THE GUIDELINES AFFECT YOU?

All homes at Arbor must be approved by the 
Architectural Review Panel before building 
works can commence.  This requirement also 
applies to garages, sheds, fences, retaining 
walls or any other structures, and applies until 
31 December 2027.

The mandatory requirements of the design 
guidelines are also contained in the MCP 
which is registered on property titles 
and remains in effect until the latter of 31 
December 2035 or the date specified in 
the plan of subdivision.  The contract of 
sale also sets out on-going obligations on 
homeowners.  Purchasers seeking to resell 
are required to enter into a Resale Deed 
which ensures that new purchasers also 
comply with these obligations

The Architectural Review Panel retains final 
discretion on all matters and may allow 
deviations to the design guidelines and the 
MCP in exceptional circumstances.

FURTHER APPROVALS

Architectural Review Panel approval is in 
addition to any other approvals required 
by Victorian State Legislation, Building 
Regulations or the Cardinia Planning Scheme.
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APPROVAL 
PROCESS



Approval by the Architectural Review Panel is 
designed to be a user-friendly process.  

To obtain approval, simply complete the 
application checklist on the inside back 
cover and email it along with the following 
documents to the Architectural Review Panel:

 Site Plan - including setbacks from 
all boundaries and locations of the 
rainwater tank, clothesline, storage 
space for waste and recycling 
bins, driveway, and any sheds or 
outbuildings 

 Dimensioned floor plan

 Elevations - from four sides showing 
building heights, roof pitches, electrical 
meter box, fibre optic connections, gas 
meters, external air-conditioners, and 
aerials

 Schedule of external materials and 
colours

 Details of any earthworks and retaining 
walls including materials used

 Simple sketch plan showing 
landscaping between the street 
frontage(s) and the home including 
location of any paths, mulched beds, 
trees, driveway (including materials 
used) and an image or drawing of the 
proposed letterbox 

 Fencing details -  including locations, 
heights, and materials 

 Plans, elevations and a schedule of 
external materials and colours are also 
required for any outbuildings larger 
than 3m wide x 3.5m deep x 2.5m high

All plans must be legible when printed to A3, 
drawn to a conventional scale and clearly 
show the direction of north.  The Architectural 
Review Panel reserves the right to request 
additional information.

The Architectural Review Panel aims to 
assesses initial and any subsequent 
applications within seven business days.  
Applications are assessed as compliant or 
non-compliant with the design guidelines 
and MCPs.  In the case of non-compliance, 
the Architectural Review Panel will advise 
which elements require amendment and 
resubmission.  

It remains the purchaser’s responsibility to 
comply with other requirements such as 
ResCode, building code, the planning scheme 
and other applicable laws and regulations.

For more information on Arbor’s design 
guidelines and approval process, contact:

Arbor Architectural Review Panel
t| 03 7000 6069
e| approvals@arborofficer.com.au
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1 HOUSE DESIGN

1.1. Written approval of the Architectural 
Review Panel (ARP) is required prior 
to the issue of a building permit or 
the commencement of construction 
of a new home, garage, shed, fence, 
retaining wall or other structure.

1.2. Home elevations facing the street 
frontage(s) must be articulated, 
incorporating various planes or 
setbacks to façade elements.  The 
use of elements such as verandas, 
balconies, and pergolas may contribute 
to meeting this requirement.

1.3 Homes with a contemporary underlying 
architectural theme are encouraged, 
with roof lines, proportions and building 
shapes that convey a combination 
of simplicity and distinction without 
fussy detail and decoration.  Historical 
reproduction styles such as Georgian, 
Colonial, Italianate, Victorian 
or Federation are discouraged.  
Ornamented or decorative devices 
such as arches (including arched 
windows and doors), feature panels to 
front and garage doors, colonial glazing 
bars, mouldings or wrought iron work 
are also discouraged.

1.4. Use of a combination of wall materials 
and colours is required to achieve 
visual interest and articulation.  A 
minimum of two different materials 
(excluding windows and garage doors) 
must be used, with the secondary 
material covering a minimum of 20% of 
the overall area.

1.5. Large expanses and uninterrupted 
use of conventional brickwork and 
blockwork visible from the street 
frontages(s) are not permitted.

1.6. A minimum of 60% of the home 
elevations visible from the street 
(excluding windows and garage doors) 
must feature blockwork, stone, brick, 
or cement render /applied textured 
finish.  No more than 40% of the home 
elevations visible from the street 
(excluding windows and garage doors) 
may be weatherboard.

1.7. Homes on corner lots must address 
both street frontages, utilising 
articulated façade elements and 
windows to present an appealing and 
harmonious aspect to both elevations 
visible from the street.  Windows facing 
the side street frontage and visible 
from the street must have identical 
head and sill heights to windows on 
the front of the home.  Materials on 
the front façade of the home must be 
incorporated into the façade facing 
the side street frontage visible from the 
street. 

1.8. Homes must not feature a substantially 
identical façade to any home within 
five lots. 



1.9. Front entry doors must feature clear 
glazed sidelights or glazed panels, be 
clearly visible from the street frontage 
and be incorporated into a porch, 
portico or verandah with an area of not 
less than 4m2 measured to the roofline.

1.10. Pitched roofs (including garage roofs) 
visible from the street frontage(s) must 
feature a minimum of pitch of 22.5°, 
unless approved by the ARP on design 
merit.  Flat roofs with a pitch below 
5° (including garage roofs) visible 
from the street frontage(s) must be 
enclosed behind a parapet to the street 
frontage(s).

1.11. Pitched roofs (including garage roofs) 
visible from the street frontage(s) 
must feature a minimum eave width 
of 450mm (unless the wall is on a lot 
boundary or is a parapet wall).   Eaves 
to front façades must return around the 
sides of the home a minimum of 4m.  
Double-storey homes must have eaves 
to all sides on the upper level.

1.12. Roofs visible from street must be 
constructed of corrugated Colorbond 
(e.g. custom orb) or terracotta, slate 
or concrete tiles and must be non-
reflective.

1.13. To provide variation in built form, some 
home sites are designated in the plan 
of subdivision as double-storey only.   
Homes built on these lots must be 
double-storey.

minimum 
450mm eave

entry door with glass 
sidelights or panels

identical windows

same materials 
as primary 

street façade

articulated 
façade 

elements

first floor 
articulation

22.5° minimum 
roof pitch

4m2 minimum 
entry porch, portico 

or verandah
matching finish and 
colour above openings

flat roof behind 
parapet



1.14. The upper level of two-storey homes 
must feature a different material, 
setbacks or articulation (recession and 
projection of planes) from the ground 
floor wall lines for elevations facing the 
street frontage(s). 

1.15. Overlooking controls apply to any 
habitable upper level room window, 
balcony, terrace, deck or patio of a 
home within the specified overlooking 
control area (as identified in the 
relevant setback profile codes shown 
on the building envelope plan), that has 
a direct view into an adjoining lot

1.16. Lightweight cladding above windows 
and openings visible from the street 
frontage(s) that is not finished flush 
with the surrounding walls and matches 
the finish and colour of the surrounding 
façade is not permitted. 

1.17. Roller shutters are not permitted on 
doors and windows visible from the 
street frontage(s).

1.18. Where lightweight cladding is used on 
the upper level of the rear elevation, its 
colour must match the remainder of 
the upper level elevations.

1.19. Homes on lots with significant slope 
must be designed to minimise cut and 
fill.  Split-level designs which respond 
the natural contours of the land are 
encouraged.  Excessively large site cuts 
are not permitted. 

1.20. Only muted or non-reflective external 
colours may be used.

1.21 External surfaces of homes must not be 
constructed of the following materials:

1.21.1 second-hand building materials 
without the approval of the ARP 
on architectural merit,

1.21.2. unfinished fibre-cement 
sheeting or blue board sheeting,

1.21.3. weatherboards with an exposed 
height of greater than 180mm,

1.21.4. fascia boards, trim and exposed 
metalwork that are not colour 
co-ordinated with the home, or

1.21.5. reflective glazing or excessively 
tinted glass.

1.22 Relocated or transportable homes are 
not permitted (unless approved by the 
ARP on design merit).

1.23. Homes with exposed stumps or support 
posts (excluding veranda or pergola 
posts) are not permitted.

1.24. External plumbing (excluding 
downpipes or guttering) must be out of 
public view from the street frontage(s).

1.25. Meter boxes must not be positioned to 
face street frontage(s) and must be 
contained within a wall.

1.26. External antennae and aerials, satellite 
dishes, rainwater tanks, clothes lines, 
evaporative coolers and other air 
conditioning units must be positioned 
to minimise their visibility from the 
street frontage(s).

1.27. Storage space for waste, recycling and 
optional green waste bins must be 
located within an area not visible from 
the street.
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2.6. The zoning of rooms to increase the 
efficiency of heating and cooling 
systems is encouraged.  

2.7. LED lighting and energy efficient 
appliances are encouraged.  Installing 
LED lighting and selecting energy 
efficient appliances such as washing 
machines, clothes dryers, dishwashers 
and refrigerators can reduce energy 
bills by over $500 per year as well as 
reducing greenhouse emissions. 

2.8. Double-glazed windows are 
encouraged.  Double-glazed windows 
reduce energy costs and make homes 
more comfortable year-round. Double-
glazed windows also limit condensation 
and mould in winter, improving indoor 
air quality and making homes healthier.

3 WATER EFFICIENCY

3.1. Toilets and garden taps must be 
connected to recycled water.

3.2. A minimum 2,000L rainwater tank is 
encouraged to capture rainwater 
for household and garden use and 
improve stormwater quality.  

3.3. Water efficient plumbing fixtures and 
appliances are encouraged.  A 9L per 
minute 3-star shower head can reduce 
water bills by over $200 a year.

2 ENERGY EFFICIENCY

2.1. Homes must be designed to maximise 
winter sun penetration through the 
appropriate placement and sizing of 
windows and minimise summer sun 
through external shading. At least one 
living / family / lounge area must have 
a north facing window or windows with 
a total area of not less than 5m2 with 
an external shading device such as an 
eave, pergola or external blind (unless 
the home is on a lot with a south-facing 
rear yard).

2.2. The location of living areas and private 
open space on the north side of the 
home and bedrooms on the south side 
is encouraged.

2.3. A high standard of insulation to ceilings 
and external walls, draught seals, and 
the incorporation of internal mass (e.g. 
masonry walls and concrete floors) 
is encouraged in order to reduce 
energy costs and make homes more 
comfortable year-round.

2.4. The location of windows to allow for 
natural cross ventilation is encouraged.

2.5. Solar panels, solar hot water and solar 
swimming pool heaters are strongly 
encouraged; however, consideration 
should be given to positioning them to 
minimise their visual impact from the 
street frontage(s). 

Solar panels located for 
maximum efficiency and 
to minimise visual impact 
on street frontage
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4.1.6. aluminium windows which 
contain >20% recycled 
aluminium or glass by mass;

4.1.7. plasterboard which consists 
of >10% recycled gypsum or 
consists of recycled paper;

4.1.8. services which utilise 
alternatives to PVC and sheet 
metal, or where PVC content is 
used are sourced from an ISO 
14001 certified supplier;

4.1.9. carpet underlay which consists 
of 95% recycled product;

4.1.10. carpet with a rating of level 2 
or greater under the Australian 
Carpet Classification Scheme 
Environmental Classification 
Scheme; and

4.1.11. reused materials (post-
consumer) and materials with a 
high recycled content.

4.2. Low VOC paints, floor coverings, 
sealants and adhesives are 
encouraged to improve indoor air 
quality.

4.3 Composite and engineered wood 
products with a formaldehyde emission 
level of E0 or better (or E1 or better in the 
case of panels with particleboard base) 
are encouraged.

5 LOT LAYOUT

5.1. Only one home may be built on each 
lot. 

5.2 Lots may not be further subdivided. 

5.3. Homes must be set back from a street 
frontage boundary in accordance with 
the applicable setback identified in the 
building envelope plans subject to the 
allowable encroachments specified in 
the building regulations. 

5.4. Homes must be set back from the side 
and rear boundaries in accordance 
with the applicable setback profiles 
as identified in the building envelope 
plans subject to the allowable 
encroachments specified in the 
building regulations. 

5.5. If the building envelope plans shows 
the profile identifier codes A and B on 
opposite side boundaries, the codes 
can be interchanged. 

5.6. Construction within 200mm of a 
boundary is only permitted where 
the setback profiles identified in the 
building envelope plans indicate a 
building area on the boundary. 

4 SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS

4.1 Use of the following materials are 
encouraged:

4.1.1. concrete with >30% 
supplementary cementitious 
materials or >30% of 
recycled aggregate (note:  
where structural integrity 
is an issue, the percentage 
should reflect the highest 
allowable replacement to be 
incorporated);

4.1.2. pre-cast panels with >15% 
supplementary cement 
materials;

4.1.3. steel with a recycled content 
>15% or an Environmental 
Product Declaration complying 
with EN15804;

4.1.4. timber (including structural 
timber, window frames and 
joinery) which is certified 
to a PEFC Programme for 
Endorsement of Forest 
Certification) standard 
such as AFS (Australian 
Forestry Standard) or FSC 
(Forest Stewardship Council) 
standard; and/or covered 
by an Environmental Product 
Declaration complying with 
EN15804;

4.1.5. bricks containing a recycled 
content of at least 25% or 
an Environmental Product 
Declaration complying with 
EN15804; 

Easement 
width

Building envelope height and 
setback profile identifier code Lot Number

Setback from 
the front boundary

121

4

A

B

D3



6 GARAGES

6.1. All homes must feature a lock up 
garage with a panel lift door integrated 
into the design of the home.  For single 
storey homes, the width of the garage 
opening must not exceed 40% of the 
lot width.  For double storey homes, the 
area of the garage opening must not 
exceed 25% of the total area of the front 
façade.

6.2. Garages must be positioned a 
minimum of 840mm behind the 
adjoining front wall of the home.

6.3. Garages must be setback at least 5.5m 
from the front boundary.

6.4. Homes on corner lots must have the 
garage door located on or close to a 
boundary with an adjoining lot. 

6.5. Garages with a side wall that faces a 
street frontage must feature windows in 
the side wall to match the home.

6.6. All homes must have wiring provision 
within the garage suitable for electric 
vehicle charging.   A single 32A, 240 Volt 
General Purpose Outlet on a dedicated 
circuit to a 40A single phase Type A 
residential current device or circuit 
breaker (or other electrical provision 
in accordance with a manufacturer’s 
specification for electric vehicle 
charging) must be located in a suitable 
position on an internal garage wall.  The 
location of a meter box on an outside 
wall of the garage and not facing a 
street frontage, allowing cost-effective 
addition of electrical wiring to a point 
inside the garage at a later date, will be 
deemed to satisfy this requirement.
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840mm 
minimum garage 
setback from 
front wall of home

5.5m minimum 
garage setback 
from front 
boundary

Garage opening less 
than 25% of the front 
façade area (or 40% 

of the lot width for 
single storey homes)



7 DRIVEWAY

7.1. Driveways must be constructed of 
pavers, coloured concrete in a neutral 
tone, or exposed aggregate concrete 
finish. Plain concrete and gravel are not 
permitted.

7.2. The driveway must be completed prior 
to the home being occupied.

7.3. The driveway must be constructed to 
match the location and width of the 
existing driveway crossover.  

7.4 A minimum of 300mm for landscape 
planting is required between a driveway 
and a side boundary. This does not 
apply when a crossover is constructed 
as part of a double-crossover with an 
adjoining lot. Landscaping strips are not 
permitted between double crossovers.

7.5. If land is purchased prior to the 
driveway crossover being constructed, 
purchasers may apply to the developer 
to have its location changed.  There 
is typically no cost to relocate an 
unconstructed crossover; however, 
in some instances there may be a 
charge to cover the cost of redesigning 
locations of stormwater drains, 
streetlights or other services.  

7.6. Relocation of a driveway crossover 
may be permitted with the written 
approval of Cardinia Shire Council.  
Relocated crossovers must be 
constructed at the purchaser’s 
expense to the specification of 
Cardinia Shire Council and be of 
the same finish as that originally 
constructed.  Upon construction of a 
new crossover, the original crossover 
must be removed and the nature strip 
reinstated.

7.7. Construction of an additional driveway 
crossover to a corner lot may be 
permitted with the written approval 
of Cardinia Shire Council.  Additional 
crossovers must be constructed 
at the purchaser’s expense to the 
specification of Cardinia Shire Council 
and be of the same finish as that 
originally constructed.

1m high semi-
advanced tree 

(when planted)

minimum 300mm landscaping 
between driveway and lot 
boundary (unless there is a 
double crossover)

letterbox to 
complement 

the home

driveway to match 
the location and 
width of the crossover

minimum 
15m2 mulch



8 LANDSCAPING

8.1. Plant species which appear on the 
Cardinia weed identification guide must 
not be planted or allowed to grow.  The 
Cardinia weed identification guide can 
be accessed from the Arbor web site at 
arborofficer.com.au/sustainability. 

8.2. Landscaping to the front garden is to 
include:

8.2.1. One semi-advanced tree no 
less than one metre in height 
when planted,

8.2.2. minimum of 15m2 of mulched 
garden bed, and

8.2.3. any grassed areas must 
be either turf or seeded 
lawn (synthetic grass is not 
permitted)

8.3. Landscaping of the front garden must 
be completed within 90 days of a 
certificate of occupancy being issued.

8.4. Use of indigenous plant species is 
strongly encouraged.

8.5. Retaining walls visible from the street 
frontage(s) must be constructed 
in materials to complement the 
landscape, such as rock, stone 
or timber sleepers.  Where the 
change in level is greater than 1m, 
multiple stepped retaining walls with 
appropriate landscaping are required.

8.6. Provision for a compost bin is strongly 
encouraged.
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1m maximum

1m maximum

landscaping between 
retaining walls

 9 OUTBUILDINGS

9.1. Outbuildings, including garden sheds, 
must be visually harmonious with the 
home.  Plans, elevations and schedule 
of external materials and colours must 
be provided to the ARP for approval for 
any outbuildings larger than 3m wide x 
3.5m deep x 2.5m high.  

10 LETTER BOXES

10.1. Letter boxes must be constructed in 
materials to complement the home, be 
located on the front property boundary 
and clearly identify the house number.  
Single post supported letter boxes are 
not permitted.



11 FENCES

11.1. All fences shall:

11.1.1. not exceed 1.85m in height 
above the natural ground level;

11.1.2. not be constructed any closer 
to the street frontage than 
2m behind the front wall of 
the home closest to the street 
boundary; and

11.1.3. be constructed from timber 
palings and must have timber 
capping with timber posts 
exposed to both sides of the 
fence (except for the section of 
fence facing the street frontage 
on either side of the home, 
which may be constructed of 
horizontal, stained timber slats 
no greater than 50mm wide 
or other materials approved 
in writing by the ARP on 
architectural merit).

1.85m 
maximum 

fence 
height

return fence 
in horizontal 
timber slats

timber paling fence 
with exposed posts 

to both sides and 
timber capping

fence setback 
1m behind 
front wall

recessed bays

not more 
than 50% of 

the street 
boundary 

length

return fence 
in horizontal 
timber slats



11.2. Corner allotments can construct 
timber fencing (with timber capping 
with timber posts exposed to both 
sides of the fence) on the boundary 
along the longest street frontage 
provided that:

11.2.1. the fence is not longer than 
of 50% of the street frontage;

11.2.2. the fence does not directly 
face a landscaped reserve; 
and 

11.2.3. a minimum of two recessed 
bays 600mm setback 
from the boundary and a 
minimum of 3m in length 
are included, with planting 
provided in these bays.
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450mm 
minimum

landscaping 
between retaining 
wall and fence

12 FIBRE TO THE HOME

12.1. In order to connect homes to Arbor’s 
fibre-optic network, special preparatory 
arrangements must be made during 
the construction of your home, 
including the provision of conduit 
paths to and within the home and 
a power outlet to support the fibre 
reticulation.  These preparations are 
essential to ensure that the optical 
fibre and associated equipment can 
be installed within your home.  The full 
specification can be accessed from the 
Arbor web site at arborofficer.com.au/
broadband.  Please note that failure to 
provide the fibre pathway as specified 
during home construction may lead to 
significant difficulties and/or expense 
to the occupant or any subsequent 
purchaser of the property, to access 
telecommunications services.

11.3. Fences must not be painted or 
stained.

11.4. Fences constructed on top of 
a retaining wall visible from the 
street frontage(s) must be setback 
a minimum of 450mm from the 
exposed face of the retaining wall 
and landscaping provided between 
the fence and retaining wall.

11.5. The fencing restrictions do not 
apply if the home on the lot is being 
used as a display home.  However, 
the fencing must comply with the 
restrictions after the home on the 
lot ceases to be used as a display 
home.
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COMMON 
NAME

SCIENTIFIC 
NAME

COMMONLY USED FOR GROWING 
CONDITIONS

FLOWER SIZE 
(H x W)

Austral crane's-
bill

Geranium 
solanderi

A bright pink flowered ground cover with 
dainty intricate leaves. Hardy rockery plant 
where there is some moisture. Good frog 
habitat. Food source for caterpillars.

Moist to dry soils in grassy 
woodlands. Partial shade.

Bright pink flowers from 
October to January

Flowers on 
stems up to 
50cm high

Austral stork's 
bill

Pelargonium 
australe

Attractive plant for rockeries that is a good 
soil binder, suited to cottage gardens. May 
die back over summer and resprout after 
autumn rains.

Well-drained soils, often 
on rocky outcrops, 
tolerating dryness once 
established. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Pink with crimson/
purple veins flowers 
from October to 
February

40cm x 30-
60cm

Bidgee-widgee Acaena novae-
zelandiae

Erosion control through soil binding. Ground 
cover assisting with moisture retention. 
Burrs stick to clothing but may restrict foot 
traffic.

Widespread in moist 
to dry sites in clay and 
sandy soils. Full sun to full 
shade.

Greenish-white flowers 
from October to 
January

Ground cover

Black wattle Acacia mearnsii Attractive, fast growing shade tree. Has 
beautiful featherlike foliage. Food source 
for caterpillars. Attracts birds by providing 
shelter and a seed source. Short lived.

Well-drained soils of open 
forests and farmland. 
Frost tolerant. Full Sun, 
semi or dappled shade.

Pale yellow flowers 
from September to 
December

6- 25m high 
and 5-10m 
wide*

Black-anther 
flax-lily

Dianella revoluta Useful spreading groundcover for drier 
gardens, cottage gardens and rockeries. 
Grows well under established trees. Fruit 
source for birds.

Well-drained drier clay 
soils or sandy soils, 
widespread throughout 
many plant communities. 
Snow and frost tolerant. 
Full sun, partial shade.

Blue to violet flowers 
from August to May

50cm-1m x 
50cm-2m

Blackwood Acacia 
melanoxylon

Useful fast growing screening tree that 
provides shade. Habitat tree. Food source 
for caterpillars. Attracts birds by providing 
shelter and a seed source

Widespread, prefers 
moist soils. Can also grow 
in drier conditions but 
will remain smaller. Frost 
tolerant. Partial shade to 
full sun.

Cream flowers from 
July to October

5- 30m high 
and 4-15m 
wide*

Blue pincushion Brunonia australis Very attractive mass planted in rockeries, 
in a clump or at the base of trees. Grows 
in containers. Daisy rosette similar to 
dandelions but hairy. Collect seed as 
they can be short lived. Nectar source for 
butterflies.

Dry or moist well-drained 
soils in woodlands. 
Tolerates light frosts. Full 
sun, partial shade.

Bright blue flowers 
from October to 
January

10-35cm x 10-
15cm
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COMMON 
NAME

SCIENTIFIC 
NAME

COMMONLY USED FOR GROWING 
CONDITIONS

FLOWER SIZE 
(H x W)

Broad-leaf 
peppermint

Eucalyptus dives Hardy tree that provides shade and 
windbreak. Aromatic foliage. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source

Well-drained, drier sites 
of foothills and slopes on 
poor shallow soils. Light 
frost. Full sun, semi shade.

White flowers from 
September to 
December

8- 25m high x 
6-15m wide*

Bulbine lily Bulbine bulbosa A cheery yellow lily for planting in clumps, 
among rocks or in cottage gardens. 
Generally dies back after flowering but 
can continue to grow and flower in moist 
conditions.

Moist or well-drained soils 
in a range of habitats 
including seasonally wet 
areas, moist rocky slopes 
and forests. Frost and 
snow tolerant. Full sun, 
semi to dappled shade.

Yellow flowers from 
September to January

20-50cm x 
30cm

Bundled 
guinea-flower

Hibbertia 
fasciculata var. 
prostrata

An ornamental low shrub with masses of 
bright yellow flowers for cottage gardens, 
rockeries and containers in light soil. Does 
not tolerate clay soils or waterlogging.

Moist well-drained sandy 
soil. Full sun, semi- shade

Yellow flowers 
from September to 
November

30-60cm x 
30-50cm

Burgan Kunzea ericoides Excellent dense screen plant. Tolerates 
hard pruning and can be hedged. The 
leaves and flowers smell like lemons. Nectar 
source for butterflies. Attracts birds by 
providing shelter and a seed source.

Occurs in a wide range of 
conditions. Moist soils but 
can tolerate dry soils. Full 
sun to full shade.

White flowers from 
November to February

2-4m x 2-3m

Button 
everlasting

Coronidium 
scorpioides

Provides a great display of bright yellow 
flowers. An attractive rockery plant which 
dies back after flowering. Nectar source for 
butterflies

Moist or well-drained soil. 
Full sun, semi- shade

Yellow flowers 
from September to 
December

20-30cm x 
20-30cm

Chaffy saw-
sedge

Gahnia filum A leafy tussock that has attractive fruit. 
Great for brackish wet areas. A food plant 
for butterflies

Moist saline or brackish 
soil. Full sun

Pale brown panicles 
with dark to pale brown 
nuts from spring to 
summer

60cm - 1.2m 
high

Chocolate lily Arthropodium 
strictum

Plant in groups in small gardens, cottage 
gardens, rockeries and containers. Grows 
well under trees. Has chocolate smelling 
flowers. Dies out between flowering periods.

Well-drained soils in 
grassy areas, woodlands 
and open forests. Frost 
tolerant. Full sun, semi-
shade.

Pink to purple flowers 
from September to 
December

50cm x 50cm
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Cinnamon 
wattle

Acacia leprosa Medium screening shrub for shady 
locations. Cinnamon fragrance in foliage. 
Ornamental weeping over water areas. 
Produces a mass of fragrant yellow ball 
flowers. Attracts birds by providing shelter 
and a seed source.

Moist clay soils. Semi, 
dappled or full shade.

Yellow flowers from 
August to December

2-6m high 
and 2-4m 
wide*

Clustered 
everlasting

Chrysocephalum  
semipapposum

Attractive garden plant creating swathes 
of golden flowers especially in summer. Cut 
back old growth to encourage flowering 
and water well in summer.

Variable, from moist to 
dry soils. Full sun, semi-
shade

Yellower flowers from 
October to May

30-80cm x 
50cm-2m

Common apple 
berry

Billardiera 
mutabilis

Delightful light climber for growing under 
established trees. Useful for low trellis. 
Berries edible when translucent white and 
soft. Birds are attracted to nectar and 
berries.

Well-drained dry to moist 
soils, common in forests. 
Frost and snow tolerant. 
Full sun, dappled and 
semi shade.

Yellow flowers from 
June to January

Light climber

Common billy 
buttons

Craspedia 
variabilis

Spectacular plant for massed flowering as 
an under-storey plant, on an embankment 
or in containers. Flowers are long lasting 
and can be used in fresh or dried 
arrangements. Nectar source for butterflies.

Moist soil in open forests. 
Frost tolerant. Full sun to 
semi shade.

Golden flowers 
from September to 
November

20-50cm x 
50cm-1m

Common heath Epacris impressa Victoria's floral emblem. Looks good 
planted in clumps. Many beautiful colour 
forms available, flowering at different 
times. Small gardens, containers, rockeries. 
Summer moisture essential. Prune hard 
after flowering to maintain longevity and 
promote thick growth. Nectar source for 
birds and butterflies.

Moist well-drained loamy, 
sandy or rocky soils in 
heathland, woodland and 
forests. Frost and snow 
tolerant. Dappled and 
semi shade.

White, pink or read 
flowers from March to 
November

50cm-1.5m x 
20-60cm

Common 
onion-orchid

Microtis unifolia Interesting green flower heads burst from 
the onion-like leaves at the base. Bulbs are 
dormant from late summer- late Autumn. 
Can be grown in pots.

Moist to dry soils. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Yellow-green flowers 
from October to 
January

Flowers on 
15-70cm high 
stems
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Common sedge Carex tereticaulis Moist to wet areas in the garden. 
Commonly used in trapping silt and 
impurities in streams and for stabilising 
creek banks. Great frog habitat.

Moist heavy winter-wet 
soils. Full sun, semi shade

Brown flowers from 
August to November

40cm-1.2m x 
1m

Common spike-
rush

Eleocharis acuta Provides habitat in dams and ponds but will 
spread readily. Great frog habitat.

Aquatic in swamps, 
lake margins and along 
watercourses. Full sun to 
part shade.

Dark brown flowers 
from September to 
April

Ground cover 
which can 
grow 30-
90cm high

Common 
tussock-grass

Poa labillard ierei A vigorous and tolerant grass that is 
commonly used in landscaping. Adds 
vertical interest. Plant in clumps. Dead 
leaves can be removed using a soft rake. 
Food source for caterpillars. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter and a seed source.

Wide range of soils 
from moist to dry. Frost 
tolerant. Full sun, semi 
shade.

Green or purplish 
flower from October to 
February

50cm-1.2m x 
50cm-1.2m

Cushion bush Leucophyta 
brownii

An attractive low shrub for coastal areas 
that tolerates salt spray, wind, drought and 
frost. Very hardy. Responds well to pruning.

Well-drained dry 
conditions, tolerates 
alkaline soil. Full sun, 
semi-shade.

Pale yellow flowers 
from October to April

20cm-1m x 
50cmm

Cut-leaf daisy Brachyscome 
multifida

A popular garden plant. Long flowering. 
Flower colour may depend on soil 
conditions or local form. Good for 
containers, hanging baskets, rockeries, 
embankments and underplanting of trees. 
Soil binding. Nectar source for butterflies.

Moist well-drained clays 
and shallow rocky soils in 
forest areas. Light frosts. 
Full sun, dappled and 
semi shade.

Pale pink to purple 
flowers from 
September to February

10-20cm x 
40cm-1m

Dusty miller Spyridium 
parvifolium

An attractive shrub flowering for a long 
time, producing a distinctive honey 
fragrance when planted en masse. A useful 
screening shrub that can be pruned to 
form a shape. Provides shelter for birds.

Moist well-drained soils 
of moist forests and 
heathland. Frost tolerant. 
Some forms snow 
tolerant. Semi shade to 
dappled shade.

White flowers from July 
to November

1-2m x 1-2m
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Grass trigger 
plant

Stylidium 
graminifolium

Beautiful tufting plant for small gardens, 
rockeries, cottage gardens and containers. 
Stunning long pink flower stalks. Plant in 
clumps. Butterfly attracting. Great frog 
habitat. The flowers have a 'trigger' reaction 
by tickling the inside of the flower with a bit 
of stiff grass.

Gravelly, well-drained 
soils in woodland, heaths 
and open forest. Frost 
tolerant. Full sun, semi-
shade.

Pale to deep pink 
flowers from August to 
November

20-50cm x 
20-30cm

Greenhood 
orchid

Pterostylis species Striking orchids with interesting green or 
maroon flowers depending on the species. 
Dies back to bulbs at the end of summer. 
Suitable for containers.

Moist well-drained soils. 
Semi to full shade

Green or maroon 
flowers from March to 
October

10-30cm tall

Heath or silky 
tea-tree

Leptospermum 
myrsinoides

An attractive small shrub for understory 
planting. Pretty white to pink flowers that 
attract bees. Nectar source for butterflies. 
Attracts birds by providing shelter and a 
seed source.

Adaptable, usually 
on deep sandy soils, 
tolerating dry soils and 
moist soils. Full sun, semi-
shade

White to pale pink 
flowers from August to 
November

50cm-2m x 
2m

Hedge wattle Acacia paradoxa Highly ornamental with many bright yellow 
flowers. Dense screen plant. The prickly 
leaves provide an excellent refuge for birds.

Dry to moist well-drained 
situations in open forests. 
Full sun to semi-shade.

Golden yellow flowers 
from August to 
November

2-4m x 2-4m

Hollow rush Juncus amabilis Wet areas, pond and dam edges. Great 
habitat plant for frogs. Attracts birds by 
providing a seed source.

Seasonally moist to 
inundated soils, tolerating 
drying out in summer. Full 
sun semi-shade

Reddish-brown 
capsules from 
November to 
December

20cm-1.2m x 
20-50cm

Hop goodenia Goodenia ovata A very hardy shrub that has big green 
leaves and showy yellow flowers. Can be 
planted under established trees. Pruning 
can promote thinker growth. Provides frog 
habitat. Provides shelter for small birds. The 
flowers attract the native blue banded bee.

Widespread in many 
habitats, grows in both 
dry and moist soils. 
Will tolerate periods of 
waterlogging. Light frosts. 
Full sun to full shade.

Bright yellow flowers 
from June to February

1-1.5m x 1-1.5m

Hop wattle Acacia stricta Very adaptable for garden sites. Attractive 
upright shrub which is a useful light screen 
and windbreak. Grows under eucalypts and 
is drought hardy.

Sandy or light clay soils 
in open forests, tolerates 
moist and dry soils. Full 
sun to full shade.

Pale yellow flowers 
from May to October

2-5m x 2-4m
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Ivy-leaf or 
native violet

Viola hederacea Excellent ground cover for moist areas 
forming a dense mat. Useful in ferneries, 
as a ground cover in cottage gardens, 
containers and hanging baskets. Flowers 
are edible in salads or candied on cakes.

Very widespread in dryish 
to moist well- drained 
soils in forests. Partial sun 
to full shade.

White with pale violet 
centre flowers for most 
of the year (June to 
March)

Groundcover

Kangaroo apple Solanum 
aviculare

A decorative fast growing shrub with large 
green interesting leaves. It benefits from 
pruning. Big bright purple flowers. The bright 
orange fruits attract large birds.

Well-drained soils in 
moist forests. Pioneer 
plant regenerating 
quickly after fires and in 
cleared areas. Full sun 
but prefers some shade.

Violet flowers from 
September to February

1-3m x 1-4m

Kangaroo grass Themeda triandra An excellent hardy grass for feature 
planting due to its interesting flowerheads. 
Will cope with light traffic. Good frog 
habitat. Food source for caterpillars. 
Attracts birds by providing shelter and a 
seed source.

Moist to well-drained 
soils, among other 
grasses in woodland and 
grassland, not tolerating 
very wet conditions. Full 
sun, semi shade.

Green and brown 
flowers from 
September to February

30cm-1m x 
30-60cm, 
flower stems 
70cm-1m high

Kidney weed Dichondra repens Excellent ground cover creating a dense 
mat in moist shady areas. Can be used as 
a grass alternative in light traffic areas.

Widespread in well-
drained soils in moist to 
dry forests. Frost tolerant. 
Partial to full shade.

Green flowers 
from September to 
December

Ground cover

Knobby club 
rush (pictured 
on page 23)

Ficinia nodosa Attractive hardy green rush. Prune heavily 
once a year and the plant will rapidly 
regrow glossy dark green new leaves. 
Useful around frog ponds or in wet areas. 
The flowers attract the native blue banded 
bee.

Suitable for a wide range 
of soils from moist to dry. 
Full sun, partial, full shade.

Brown flowers all year 50cm-1m x 
60cm-1.5m

Large 
kangaroo-apple

Solanum 
laciniatum

Fast growing, short-lived plant with big 
purple flowers and attractive light orange 
fruit. The fruit are the size of small eggs and 
attract larger birds.

Moist well-drained often 
rocky soils in open and 
riparian forests. Tolerates 
moderate frosts. Prefers 
semi shade. Important 
pioneer plant.

Deep blue to 
purple flowers from 
September to March

1-3m x 1-3m
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Leafy flat sedge Cyperus lucidus Interesting flowerhead umbels which make 
an attractive plant feature to wetland and 
pool areas. Great frog habitat. Food source 
for caterpillars.

Wet soils or boggy 
conditions. Semi-shade

Copper brown flowers 
from October to 
February

30cm-1.5m x 
1-2m

Long purple-
flag

Patersonia 
occidentalis

An attractive plant for rockeries, water 
features and bog gardens. Will tolerate 
dry garden conditions. Flowers open in the 
morning and close up by early afternoon. 
Great frog habitat. Nectar source for 
butterflies.

Poorly drained areas 
tolerating wet winter 
and dry summer soils in 
heaths, woodlands and 
open forests. Tolerates 
light frosts. Full sun, semi 
shade.

Bluish-purple flowers 
from September to 
January

20-40cm x 
30-50cm

Marsh saltbush Atriplex paludosa Scrambling groundcover for saline areas 
that attract butterflies

Moist sandy soils. Prefers 
full sun.

White flowers all year 1-2m x 1-2m

Mat grass Hemarthria 
uncinata var. 
uncinata

A spreading ground cover for moist areas. 
Useful as a lawn substitute, can be mowed.

Moist to waterlogged 
heavy clay soils. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Green flowers from 
December to February

20cm x 40-
80cm

Matted flax lily Dianella amoena Endangered in Victoria. An attractive but 
delicate matting plant for moist areas 
which dry out. Can be grown as an under-
storey in a lightly treed area. Purple berries 
provide a food source for birds.

Well-drained to 
seasonally wet sandy 
loam to clay soils. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Pale purple with pale 
yellow anthers during 
summer

40cm x 30-
80cm

Milky beauty 
heads

Calocephalus 
lacteus

Attractive ground cover with distinctive 
yellow-grey flowerheads. Suitable for 
rocky or cottage planting that requires no 
watering. Cut back after flowering.

Tolerates both wet and 
dry conditions. Full sun, 
semi shade.

White, yellow to 
grey flowers from 
September to February

15-50cm x 10-
30 cm

Myrtle wattle Acacia myrtifolia Provides fast colour in the garden 
while slower plants grow. Quick screen. 
Adaptable to most garden conditions. 
Pruning beneficial.

Sandy or clay well-
drained soils in open 
forests. Full sun to semi 
shade.

Cream to yellow 
flowers from July to 
October

1-3m x 1-2m

Narrow-leaf 
peppermint

Eucalyptus 
radiata ssp. 
radiata

Handsome shade tree. Flowering can be en 
masse. Koala food plant. Due to its reliable 
form it is often planted as a street tree. 
Food source for caterpillars. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source.

Moist to drier well-
drained soils. Widespread 
in many sites. Light frost 
and snow. Full sun, semi 
shade.

White flowers from 
October to January

10- 30m high x 
6-20m wide*
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Native broom, 
golden spray

Viminaria juncea Fast growing plant for moist areas. Useful 
beside pools and wet areas where it 
provides a brilliant golden flower display. 
Weeping form enhances pond background. 
Adaptable to drier conditions if it receives 
summer watering. May require pruning to 
keep tidy.

Prefers moist soils, can 
tolerate some periods of 
dry. Full sun, semi shade.

Yellow-orange flowers 
from October to 
February

4-5m x 2-4m

Native mint or 
river mint

Mentha australis An aromatic herb that release a mint 
fragrance when crushed. Great for planting 
in bogs and around ponds.

Moist to wet soils. Full sun 
to full shade

White to pale mauve 
flowers from February 
to October

20-80cm x 
30cm-1m

Nodding 
saltbush

Einadia nutans Groundcover in rockeries and dry banks. 
Drought resistant once established. Small 
red berries a food source for birds.

Dryish soils tolerating 
rocky and disturbed sites. 
Full sun, semi-shade

Green flowers in 
summer and autumn

2-30cm x 
50cm-2m

Pale flax-lily Dianella longifolia Attractive clumping plant for rockeries, 
cottage gardens and underplanting of 
established trees. Variable local forms. Fruit 
source for birds.

Moist well-drained soil 
in drier forests and 
woodlands. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun semi shade.

Pale blue to mauve 
flowers from August to 
January

50cm x 
50cm-1m

Pale vanilla lily Arthropodium 
milleflorum

Plant in groups in small gardens, cottage 
gardens, rockeries and containers. Dies 
down to bulbs between flowering periods.

Occurs in both moist and 
well-drained clay soils in 
woodlands and forests. 
Frost tolerant. Full sun to 
dappled shade.

Pale pink/purple or 
white flowers from 
September to February

50cm x 50cm

Pigface Carpobrotus rossii A hardy, succulent spreading groundcover 
with profuse large pink flowers. The insides 
of the fruit can be eaten when ripe.

Prefers dry soils and is 
drought tolerant. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Pink flowers in spring 
and summer

Ground cover

Plum leaf 
pomaderris

Pomaderris 
prunifolia

Useful as a light screening shrub in dense 
shade. Can tolerate drying out in summer 
in a shaded position.

Moist well-drained soils. 
Full sun, semi-shade

Pale yellow flowers 
from October to 
November

1-4m x 1-4m

Prickly currant-
bush

Coprosma 
quadrifida

Prickly habitat plant for shaded gardens 
including ferneries. Good light screening 
shrub. Will spread readily in ideal 
conditions. Small red fruit can be eaten. 
Attracts birds by providing shelter and a 
food source. Great frog habitat.

Moist well-drained soils 
in forest and gullies. Frost 
tolerant. Partial to full 
shade.

Greenish white flowers 
from September to 
December

2-4m x 1-2m
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Prickly moses Acacia verticillata Excellent bird habitat in moist or wet areas. 
Suits winter wet, summer dry sites. Can be 
pruned. Attracts birds by providing shelter, 
nectar and a seed source

Moist sandy or clay soils, 
withstanding periods of 
dry and waterlogging. 
Prefers shade.

Light yellow flowers 
from June to 
December

2-5m x 3-5m

Purple apple 
berry

Billardiera 
macrantha

Grows well under established eucalypts. 
The glossy purple berries are an attractive 
feature but non-edible. Displays well on a 
trellis. Birds are attracted to the nectar and 
berries.

Moist well-drained soils. 
Semi-shade to dappled 
shade.

Purple and white then 
yellow-green flowers 
from August to January

Climber

Purple coral-
pea

Hardenbergia 
violacea

Very showy scrambler which will lightly 
twine over shrubs and on trellises or remain 
flat. Attracts birds by providing a nectar 
and seed source.

Well-drained soils in 
dryish open forests and 
woodlands. Tolerates 
light frosts. Full sun, semi-
shade.

Deep purple flowers 
from July to November

Climber or 
trailing to 2m

Round noon-
flower

Disphyma 
crassifolium 
subsp. 
clavellatum

Attractive succulent ground cover with big 
pink flowers. Useful for erosion control in 
small areas.

Adaptable to most sites 
and soil conditions once 
established. Tolerates 
saline and drought 
conditions. Full sun to part 
shade.

Pink flowers from 
September to February

10cm x 1-2m

Running 
postman

Kennedia 
prostrata

Attractive ground cover with bright red 
flowers. Useful on embankments, in 
hanging baskets or trailing over large 
planters. Pruning is beneficial. Tolerates 
dry soils once established. Food source for 
caterpillars.

Well-drained soils in open 
grassy areas of drier 
forests and woodlands. 
Tolerates light frosts. Full 
sun to semi shade.

Scarlet red flowers 
from April to December

10cm x 1-2m

Scented 
paperbark

Melaleuca 
squarrosa

An attractive shrub with wafting perfume 
from cream bottlebrush shaped flowers. 
Screening plant. Requires summer moisture 
to achieve full size. Pruning beneficial. 
Nectar source for butterflies. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source.

Moist to wet swampy 
soils. Frost tolerant. Full 
sun, semi shade.

Pale yellow flowers 
from September to 
February

2-5m x 2m
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Scrub or swamp 
sheoak

Allocasuarina 
paludosa

Dense screen plant for poorly drained 
positions. Separate male and females 
plants. Provides frog habitat. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter and a seed source 
from female cones.

Moist to wet clay and 
sandy soil, above 
swamps. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun.

Copper brown or 
crimson red flowers 
from March to October

1-2m x 1-2m

Sea celery Apium prostratum Groundcover for damp areas. Edible herb. 
Suitable for rockeries if moist and well-
drained

Widespread, preferring 
fresh or brackish swamps 
in coast woodland and 
riparian scrub. Partial 
shade.

Cream flowers from 
November to April

10-30cm x 1m

Seaberry 
saltbush

Rhagodia 
candolleana

Very hardy. A useful coastal plant for 
screening, hedging or soil stabilisation. Can 
scramble over other shrubs.

Moderately well-drained 
soils tolerates dryness. 
Coastal areas. Full sun, 
semi-shade to full shade.

White flowers followed 
by dark red berries in 
autumn

1-3m x 1-2.5m

Shiny swamp-
mat

Selliera radicans An attractive fleshy green groundcover 
that forms a mat. Suitable for bog gardens, 
beside water areas and as a soil binder on 
moist embankments

Moist to wet soil beside 
water areas. Full sun to 
full shade

White to mauve flowers 
from October to April

Ground cover

Silver banksia or 
warrock

Banksia 
marginata

A very adaptable screening plant growing 
in drier garden conditions, especially if 
receiving water in summer. Attractive low 
screen with long-lasting flowers. Nectar 
source for butterflies. Attracts birds by 
providing shelter, nectar and a seed source

Local form grows in moist 
to dry soils which may 
become wet in winter. 
Frost and snow tolerant. 
Full sun to part shade. The 
form varies from small 
shrubs to small tree.

Yellow flowers from 
February to June

1-8m x 1-5m

Silver wattle Acacia dealbata Fast growing screening tree in moist areas. 
Erosion control. Can suffer borer attack. 
Tends to be smaller in drier conditions. 
Attracts birds by providing shelter and a 
seed source. Food source for caterpillars.

Deep moist soil in 
mountain forests and 
beside watercourses. 
Tolerates snow and frost. 
Full sun, semi or dappled 
shade.

Light to bright yellow 
flowers from July to 
October

6- 30m high 
and 5-12m 
wide*
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Silver-leaf 
or mealy 
stringybark

Eucalyptus 
cephalocarpa

Excellent habitat tree. Shade and shelter, 
especially in wet areas. Honey production. 
Food source for caterpillars. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source.

Moist sand or poor 
clay soils in swamps 
and moist low slopes. 
Tolerates waterlogging 
in winter and drying out 
in summer. Moderate to 
light frosts. Full sun, semi 
shade.

Cream flowers from 
March to August

8- 20m high x 
5-15m wide*

Slender sun 
orchid

Thelymitra 
pauciflora

Delicate grey green leaf. Produces pretty, 
pale blue flowers only in full sun. Dies down 
to bulbs at end of summer. Attracts native 
bees.

Drier clay and sandy 
loam. Variable depending 
on conditions. Full sun, 
semi- shade

Pale blue to mauve 
flowers from October 
to November

Flowers on 
15-50cm high 
stems

Small grass-
tree, toolimerin

Xanthorrhoea 
minor ssp. lutea

A slow growing ornamental specimen 
for containers, rockeries or growing en 
masse under trees. Flowers well after fire. 
Nectar source for butterflies. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source.

Well-drained soils in 
heathy woodlands and 
open forest. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun or semi shade.

Yellow flowers from 
November to February

60cm x 1m

Small-leaf 
bramble, native 
raspberry

Rubus parvifolius A hardy scrambler which can be pruned. 
Grow under established trees. Excellent 
habitat plant. Fruit are edible when ripe. 
Attracts birds by providing fruit.

Moist to dryish well-
drained soils in forests, 
riparian scrubs and 
woodland. Frost tolerant. 
Semi-shade to dappled 
shade.

Deep pink flowers from 
October to December

50cm-1m x 
50cm-2m

Smooth or 
heath parrot-
pea

Dillwynia 
glaberrima

An attractive shrub with showy "egg and 
bacon" pea flowers. Suitable to plant under 
established trees. Prune to keep in shape.

Dry well-drained soils in 
forests. Frost tolerant. Full 
sun, semi shade.

Yellow and red flowers 
from August to 
December

1m x 1.2m

Spike wattle Acacia oxycedrus Windbreak and dense screening shrub. The 
prickly leaves provide a good bird refuge. 
Useful to underplant existing trees or 
protect sensitive areas from foot traffic.

Sandy and loam soils, 
tolerating both dry and 
wet conditions in open 
forests. Frost tolerant. Full 
sun to dappled shade.

Bright yellow flowers 
from June to 
November

1- 10m high 
and 2-5m 
wide*
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Spiny-headed 
mat-rush

Lomandra 
longifolia ssp. 
longifolia

Very tolerant of a range of conditions. Good 
Bandicoot and frog habitat. Food source 
for caterpillars. Attracts birds by providing 
shelter and a seed source.

Tolerant of soils that are 
wet in winter and dry in 
summer. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun, semi to dappled 
shade.

Yellow flowers from 
October to December

50cm-1m x 
50cm-1.2m

Spiny-headed 
mat-rush

Lomandra 
longifolia ssp. 
exilis

Excellent landscaping plant, tolerant of a 
range of conditions including dry shade. 
Provides a vertical line in the garden. Good 
frog habitat. Food source for caterpillars. 
Attracts birds by providing shelter and a 
seed source.

Well-drained dry to rocky 
soils in foothill woodlands 
and forests. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun, semi to dappled 
shade.

Yellow flowers from 
October to December

50-80cm x 
50-80cm

Spreading 
wattle

Acacia genistifolia Grows under established trees. Bird refuge 
due to prickly foliage, attracts seed-eating 
birds such as parrots.

Will tolerate both wet 
and dry periods in clay or 
sandy soil in open forests. 
Frost tolerant. Full sun, 
semi or dappled shade.

Light to lemon yellow 
from February to 
October

1-3m x 1-3m

Streaked 
arrowgrass

Triglochin striata For planting on the edges of ponds and 
wetlands. Will spread and tolerates shallow 
inundation. Suitable as frog habitat.

Saltmarsh, swamp and 
riparian scrub. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Greenish-yellow 
flowers from August to 
May

10-20cm x 
20cm

Swamp gum Eucalyptus ovata 
var. ovata

Windbreak or light shade tree for swampy 
areas and creek banks. Koala food plant. 
Food source for caterpillars. Attracts birds 
by providing shelter, nectar and a seed 
source.

Poorly drained clay soils 
which may dry out in 
summer. Frost resistant. 
Full sun, semi shade.

White flowers from 
March to November

8- 25m high x 
8-20m wide*

Swamp 
paperbark

Melaleuca 
ericifolia

Forms a dense dark green screening shrub 
in moist to wet areas. Can be restricted 
in size and spread when planted in drier 
areas. Prolific flowers are cream and 
bottlebrush shaped. Nectar source for 
butterflies. Attracts birds by providing 
shelter, nectar and a seed source.

Moist to wet swampy 
conditions, forming 
thickets. Can tolerate 
dryness. Frost tolerant. Full 
sun to semi shade.

Cream flowers from 
October to November

3-9m x 3m

Sweet wattle Acacia 
suaveolens

A fast growing, lightly structured and 
ornamental wattle. Responds well to 
pruning after flowering. A source of nectar 
for native bees.

Well-drained dry sandy 
soils. Full sun, semi- 
shade

Cream flowers from 
April to October

1-3 x 1-3 m



COMMON 
NAME

SCIENTIFIC 
NAME

COMMONLY USED FOR GROWING 
CONDITIONS

FLOWER SIZE 
(H x W)

Tall bluebell Wahlenbergia 
stricta

A beautiful bluebell with well displayed 
flowers, excellent planted en masse or as 
clumps through small gardens, cottage 
gardens or under trees. Great frog habitat. 
Attracts birds by providing nectar.

Well-drained soils, 
tolerating limited dryness 
in damp to dryer forests. 
Full sun or semi- shade.

Blue or mauve flowers 
from August to January

40-70cm x 
40cm

Tall sedge Carex appressa Moist to wet areas in the garden. 
Commonly used in trapping silt and 
impurities in streams and for stabilising 
creek banks. Great frog habitat. Food 
source for caterpillars.

Wet soils beside or along 
margins of water areas. 
Will tolerate some drying 
out. Frost tolerant. Full sun, 
semi shade.

Yellow-brown flowers 
from August to January

50cm-1.2m x 
50cm-1m

Tasman flax-lily Dianella 
tasmanica

Vigorous plant for under established trees. 
Spreads less vigorously in drier conditions. 
Good for erosion control in sheltered sites 
as leaves will burn in full sun. Fruit and 
shelter for birds.

Moist soil in cool forests. 
Frost and snow tolerant. 
Semi shade to full shade.

Pale mauve flowers 
from August to 
February

60cm -1m x 
50cm-2m

Tassel sedge Carex fascicularis A bright sedge with attractive tassel spikes 
for water areas and beside ornamental 
pools. Great frog habitat.

Moist soil, tolerating 
inundation. Semi shade

Pale brown flowers 
from October to April

50cm-1m x 
50-75cm

Trailing 
goodenia

Goodenia lanata An attractive trailing ground cover that 
grows well under trees. Suitable in rockeries 
and hanging baskets. Produces showy 
yellow flowers.

Tolerates wide range of 
soils, moist to dry. Full sun 
to semi shade.

Yellow flowers from 
August to January

Ground cover

Tree everlasting Ozothamnus 
ferrugineus

Long flowering plant for background 
contrast planting. Screening plant. Prune to 
maintain bushy habit.

Suits a range of soil types 
from moist, wet to dry 
soils in open forest and 
woodland. Frost tolerant. 
Full sun to semi-shade.

White flowers from 
November to February

2-5m x 1-3m

Varnish wattle Acacia verniciflua Light screening large shrub or small tree. 
Grows well under established trees.

Occurs locally in moist 
forests. Will tolerate both 
wet and drier conditions. 
Full sun, semi and 
dappled shade.

Yellow flowers from 
July to November

1-3m x 2-4m
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Warrigal greens Tetragonia 
tetragonioides

Attractive dark green succulent ground 
cover. Quick growing, spreads and requires 
pruning. The leaves are edible by first 
blanching, similar to spinach

Moist, well-drained sandy 
or silty soils. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Yellow-green flowers 
from April to December

Groundcover 
which can 
grow 30cm 
high

Water-ribbons Triglochin procera Attractive plant for flowing water, leaves 
moving with the current. Also suitable for 
small ponds. Frog and bird habitat.

Aquatic in slow-flowing 
water to 2m deep and 
permanent swamps and 
streams or in areas which 
may dry out briefly. Full 
sun, semi- shade.

Green flowers from 
August to April

Groundcover 
which can 
grow 20-
50cm high

Weeping grass Microlaena 
stipoides

An excellent lawn alternative tolerating 
consistent usage and mowing. Keep at 
5-10 cm height so it spreads rhizomatically. 
Dark green leaves provide butterfly habitat. 
Good frog habitat.

Very extensive in moist 
well-drained soil in 
heathlands, woodlands 
and forests, dominant 
grass in some habitats. 
Frost tolerant. Full sun, 
semi to dappled shade.

Green to purplish 
flowers from 
September to March

20-30cm x 50 
cm

White elderberry Sambucus 
gaudichaudiana

A bright green shrub for shady areas with 
fragrant flowers and edible fruit when ripe. 
May die down late summer, emerging 
again in winter. Food for all wildlife.

Moist well-drained soils, 
semi-shade to full- shade

White flowers from 
October to February

50cm-1.5m x 
60cm - 1m

Wiry bauera or 
Dog rose

Bauera rubioides Excellent under-storey plant for moist 
shady gardens with a good display of 
flowers. Provides a good living mulch. Prune 
to keep in shape.

Moist soils, tolerating 
brief winter inundation in 
heathland and heathy 
forest. Frost and snow 
tolerant. Partial, dappled 
and full shade.

Pink to white flowers 
most of the year 
especially spring-
summer

1-2m x 1-2m

Wiry buttons Leptorhynchos 
tenuifolius

Dainty ground cover with bright, long-
lived yellow flowers. Suited to rockery or 
container growing. Provides frog habitat.

Well-drained soils, 
although can tolerate 
some moisture. Full sun, 
semi-shade

Yellow flowers from 
September to January

10-30cm x 
30cm
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Wonga vine Pandorea 
pandorana

Produces masses of big cream flowers. 
Excellent vigorous climber for a strong trellis 
or to grow up established trees.

Tolerates a range of 
conditions from moist 
to wet soils and dryness. 
Tolerant of light frosts. 
Full sun, semi-shade to 
dappled shade.

Cream with maroon 
marking flowers from 
September to January

Climber to 
6m+

Woolly tea-tree Leptospermum 
lanigerum

An excellent shrub for moist areas 
but tolerates dryer garden conditions. 
Attractive flowers and foliage. Screen plant. 
Pruning beneficial. Provides nectar for 
butterflies and is good frog habitat. Attracts 
birds by providing shelter and a seed 
source.

Moist to wet conditions, 
along watercourses and 
in swamps of lowlands 
and foothills. Tolerates 
dryness. Frost and snow 
tolerant. Full sun to partial 
shade.

White flowers from 
September to January

4-6m x 2-4m

Woolly water lily Philydrum 
lanuginosum

An attractive pond feature plant. Grows along swamps, 
along margins of streams 
and dams. Full sun, semi-
shade

Yellow flowers from 
December to March

50cm x 50cm

Yam daisy Microseris 
lanceolata

Attractive bright yellow flowers. Grows 
under established trees. Has fleshy 
tuberous roots that are edible. Was a staple 
food in the aboriginal diet.

Moist to well-drained 
soils. Semi-shade

Yellow flowers from 
July to February

15-50cm x 15-
35cm

Yellow hakea Hakea nodosa Excellent rounded shrub for moist areas in 
open positions or under trees. Screen plant 
will also adapt to quite dry positions. Nectar 
source for butterflies. Attracts birds by 
providing shelter and nectar.

Moist to wet clay soils in 
heathy woodlands and 
around swamps. Frost 
tolerant. Full sun to full 
shade.

Yellow flowers from 
April to August

1-3m x 1-2m

Yellow star Hypoxis vaginata 
var. vaginata

Grow on mass or through grasses for 
effect. Will die down after flowering and 
regenerate after autumn rain.

Moist soil. Full sun semi-
shade

Yellow flowers from 
August to November

Flowers on 
5-15cm high 
stems

* depending on growing conditions
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APPENDIX B 
LOCAL INDIGENOUS 
PLANT NURSERIES



NURSERY ADDRESS WEB TELEPHONE

Cardinia Environment Coalition 
Nursery 

Deep Creek Reserve, end of Cameron 
Way,  
Pakenham

cecinc.net.au 0417 373 690

Green Circle Plant Nursery 1 Halford Street, 
Upper Beaconsfield

greencircleplantnursery.net.au 0407 304 061

Southern Dandenongs Community 
Nursery

Birdsland Reserve, 271 Mt Morton Road, 
Belgrave Heights

sdcn.org.au 03 9754 6962

Friends of Cranbourne Botanic 
Gardens (grow to order)

1000 Ballarto Road, 
Cranbourne

rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au/group/
growing-friends/ 

03 5974 1750

Kooweerup Trees and Shrubs 10 Bethunes Road, 
Koo Wee Rup

03 5997 1839

Bushwalk Native Nursery 640 Cranbourne-Frankston Road, 
Cranbourne South

03 9782 2986

Conservation Collective 52 Westernport Highway, 
Somerville

conservationcollective.com.au  0457 001 784
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APPENDIX C 
APPLICATION 
CHECKLIST



Lot No

Street Address

Owner’s Name 

Address

Telephone Business hours

Home / Mobile

Email

Builder’s Name

Builder’s Contact

Signature

Name Date

The following documents need to be enclosed with your application 
(please check each box)

 Site Plan - including setbacks from all boundaries and locations 
of the rainwater tank, clothesline, storage space for waste and 
recycling bins, driveway, and any sheds or outbuildings 

 Dimensioned floor plan(s)

 Elevations - from four sides showing building heights, roof pitches, 
electrical meter box, fibre optic connections, gas meters, external 
air-conditioners, and aerials

 Schedule of external materials and colours

 Details of any earthworks and retaining walls including materials 
used

 Fencing details -  including locations, heights, and materials 

 Simple sketch plan showing landscaping between the street 
frontage(s) and the home including location of any paths, mulched 
beds, trees, driveway (including materials used) and an image or 
drawing of the proposed letterbox 

 Plans, elevations and a schedule of external materials and colours 
are also required for any outbuildings larger than 3m wide x 3.5m 
deep x 2.5m high

All plans must be legible when printed to A3, drawn to a conventional 
scale and clearly show the direction of north.  The Architectural Review 
Panel reserves the right to request additional information.

Please email your completed application in Adobe® PDF format to:

approvals@arborofficer.com.au
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